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Welcome
This is our first year without our beloved Peter Wells, and it is with him in 
mind that we have crafted this programme. He established the samesame but 
different festival five short years ago to celebrate the voices of existing and 
emerging LGBTQI writers in Aotearoa, and to create a space with a little bit of 
magic. His passion, his vision and his warmth are missed by us all. 

Peter helped to reshape how New Zealanders saw sexuality and he created 
new ways for us to see ourselves. He had an incredible ability to make space 
to laugh at the absurdity of humanity and to insist that we do better. Peter 
had an insatiable drive to write, to find a way to precisely express the worlds 
he occupied. Written and spoken language were his weapon – choosing his 
words carefully and deliberately and using them like a blade, slicing to reveal 
something deeper within us or something hidden away within our collective 
consciousness. 

The writers in this year’s festival echo some of these qualities. We are 
showcasing writers who push boundaries, explore new territories and create 
queer and fantastical worlds. Their literary orbit includes fantasy, science 
fiction, sex, romance and robots. They even traverse those weird and terrifying 
realms from childhood to adolescence. Ranging from acclaimed New Zealand 
playwright Victor Rodger to Australian writer Kelly Gardiner, our programme for 
2020 celebrates the writers who are unafraid to change the literary landscape 
and boldly go where no Queer has gone before.

Sam Orchard 
Director

The samesame but different festival was founded in 2016 by the late Peter Wells. From the beginning, our festival 
has been supported by the Auckland Writers Festival. The 2020 committee was chaired by Andrew Rumbles, with 
committee members Joanne Drayton, Pam Ford, Michael Giacon, Jeremy Hansen, Sam Orchard (director), Simie 
Simpson, Julie Watson (event producer) and Ian Watt. 
Thanks to Sidney Ting for our festival logo, to Vicki Hall for the programme design and to Roger Hiscock for 
accounting services. Finally, our special thanks to AUT Design & Creative Technologies Dean, Guy Littlefair, Public 
Liaison Co-ordinator, Harry Silver, Professor Welby Ings, Lindsay Neill, Hospitality and Tourism, Tim Huston at 
Brand and Marketing Services, and Jo-Anne Lewis, Community Relations Manager.

Our founder, the late Peter Wells, also left a bequest to samesame to 
enable the festival to continue into the future.

Become a ssbd Patron
Have you thought about becoming a Patron of samesame but 
different? Our Patrons are the vital supporters of New Zealand’s 
LGBTQI writers festival – a celebratory weekend of writers, ideas and 
thinking. With your support we can continue to grow the festival and 
bring our Aotearoa writers and exceptional international visitors to 
share their writing and life experiences.

We are fabulously grateful to you as a Patron. For $250 you can 
become a Patron, which will entitle you to acknowledgement at the 
festival opening (optional), a full festival pass and invitations to future 
events and authors.

Become a ssbd Patron today –  
email samesamebutdifferentnz@gmail.com

creating queer 
         worlds

Thanks to our sponsors



friday 14   february

2020 festival 
     programme

Friday 14 February | 7.30pm – 9pm 

Out of this World
LGBTQI writers are constantly exploring new 
territory and expanding the world we know. Our 
opening night authors are discovering fantastical 
new realities, celebrating the richness and variety 
of queer lives and showing us who we can be. Let 
them take you out of this world to glimpse what 
lies beyond. This will be an exciting and mind-
expanding evening with a panel of writers who are 
unafraid to trespass boundaries.   

Featuring acclaimed playwright Victor Rodger, 
newly published poet essa may ranapiri, our 
Australian guest and author of young adult 
fiction Kelly Gardiner, comic artist and writer  
Jem Yoshioka (pictured)  and award-winning 
playwright Nathan Joe.

Chaired by the incomparable Joanne Drayton.                    

NOTE: The winners of the Peter Wells Short Fiction 
Contest will be announced during the evening.

Refreshments available from 6.30pm.

Opening Night Gala

pre-festival 
     events

Wednesday 12 February | 5pm – 7pm

Free Event: PRIDE Poetry Speakeasy
speak it  slam it  recite it  read it  perform it  sing it 
samesame but different and Auckland Libraries present the fifth 
PRIDE Poetry Speakeasy. 

Share your rainbow poetry or come and listen in a welcoming word 
nest. Speak your truth to an open-minded audience of fellow poetic 
scribes and daytime dreamers. This popular event is the ideal aperitif 
before the weekend’s main course. 

The Leys Institute Library Courtyard, 20 St Mary’s Road,  
Three Lamps, Ponsonby.

Thursday 13 February | 6.30 – 7.30pm

The Sisters Gay present ...
Classics! Following a 2019 coup which displaced the Brothers Grimm  
and refreshed Fairyland, Grey Lynn Library’s ‘Sisters Gay’ present their 
sequel – a second After-Hours Storytime for Grown-Ups and Other Family, 
with alluring twists in the tales. Move over Austen, Dickens, Hemingway  
et al: we’re talking Lorde (Audre Lorde, that is), Rich, Waters & Co.

All welcome!

Grey Lynn Library, 474 Great North Rd.

Refreshments available | Entry free, donations accepted
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2pm – 3pm

Science Fiction/Fantasy: Boldly going 
where no queer has gone before
Pushing boundaries comes naturally to queer writers 
and creating new worlds allows us to explore new 
possibilities and shine a light on our own. Through their 
stories we can imagine a future that might be a little 
better, more compassionate and inclusive or even a little 
sexier. Join our talented panel of writers who have deftly 
moonwalked into fantasy, science fiction and erotica. 
Caitlin Spice uses dark fantasy and horror in her stories; 
Samuel Te Kani (pictured) explores sexuality and erotica 
in his writing, which has been described by Toi Māori 
as ‘some of the dopest short stories in the whole dry 
country’; and Jem Yoshioka looks at robots, romance 
and resilience in her comic series ‘Circuits and Veins’. 

Chaired by award-winning author Gina Cole.

12noon – 1pm  

Playwrights: Setting new scenes
Exciting things are happening right now in LGBTQI 
theatre. Celebrated playwright Victor Rodger leads 
a conversation with young writers who are creating 
high-octane, high-calibre plays that explore themes 
of belonging, power, race and sexuality. Joni Nelson’s 
disobedient black comedy 8 Reasonable Demands was 
showcased in Auckland Theatre Company’s HERE & 
NOW festival and challenges us to think about power 
and activism within queer communities. Joshua Iosefo 
is the founder of ‘Odd Family’, a collective who create 
and perform stories to encourage Pasifika families to 
talk openly about mental health. Nathan Joe (pictured) 
well-known in the theatre world and has won multiple 
awards including the Playmarket b425 award two years 
in a row. 

3.30pm – 4.30pm 

Honoured Writer: Victor Rodger
Courageous, boisterous and confrontational, Victor 
Rodger has changed the landscape of theatre in 
Aotearoa over his long career. He has paved the way 
to explore our identity and establish our rightful 
place in the world. We are delighted to present Victor 
Rodger as our honoured writer for this year’s festival. 
Over his career Victor Rodger has worked in the press, 
performed on stage and screen, and written several 
award-winning plays. His work often deals with issues 
of sexuality, race and identity, and has been praised 
for its boldness, candour and freshness. Since his first 
award-winning play, Sons, was produced in 1995, he 
has written eight plays, including Black Faggot, My 
Name is Gary Newman and Club Paradiso. A collection 
of his work was published by Victoria University Press 
in 2017, while his personal essay, ‘Voyage Round My 
Father’, was published in The Best of E-Tangata the 
same year. Victor has also written extensively for 
television, as well as children’s stories for Radio New 
Zealand. 
Chaired by literary luminary Jeremy Hansen.                

10.30am – 11:30am

Kids and Young Adult Books:  ‘If you can  
see it, you can be it.’
Seeing yourself reflected in literature can help you 
find your place in the world. Creating queer-themed 
books for children and young people is important: they 
can provide vital support and direction for gender-
questioning kids, and fortunately more of them are now 
being published in New Zealand. Caitlin Spice is the 
co-author of Raven Wild, a transgender fairy tale in the 
‘Promised Land’ series.  Kyle Mewburn is one of New 
Zealand’s finest, and most eclectic, picture book writers 
with over 20 titles to her name. Completing our panel 
are two international guests who are joining us from 
across the ditch. Kelly Gardiner (pictured), the award-
winning author of The Firewatcher Chronicles, will share 
her experiences of writing for young adults. Michael 
Earp is a children’s literature specialist and the editor of 
Kindred: 12 Queer #LoveOzYA Stories.

Chaired by librarian and children’s book expert  
Simie Simpson.    



Gina Cole is the author of Black Ice 
Matter, which won Best First Book of 
Fiction at the 2017 Ockham NZ Book 
Awards. She is currently a PhD candidate 
in creative writing at Massey University, 
researching indigenous science fiction. 
Joanne Drayton is an acclaimed New 
Zealand author whose output is 
globally recognised. Her most recent 
book Hudson & Halls: The Food of Love 
was the winner of the non-fiction prize 
at the 2019 Ockham NZ Book Awards. 

Her other books include biographies of Anne Perry, 
Frances Hodgkins, Rhona Haszard, Edith Collier and 
Ngaio Marsh.  

Michael Earp is the editor of Kindred: 
12 Queer #LoveOzYA Stories and a 
contributor to Underdog: #LoveOzYA 
Short Stories. He has degrees in 
teaching and in children’s literature 
and has worked in both bookselling 

and publishing for over seventeen years as a 
children’s literature specialist, currently at The Little 
Bookroom in Melbourne. His writing has appeared in 
The Victorian Writer and Aurealis.

Kelly Gardiner worked for many years 
in queer media and now teaches 
creative writing at La Trobe University. 
Her latest series is the time-slip trilogy 
for kids, The Firewatcher Chronicles. 
Her previous novel, 1917: Australia’s 

Great War, was shortlisted for the NSW Premier’s 
Young People’s History Prize and the Asher Award. 
Kelly’s other books include the young adult novels 
Act of Faith and The Sultan’s Eyes, both of which 
were shortlisted for the NSW Premier’s Literary 
Awards and CBCA Notable Books; the Swashbuckler 
pirate trilogy; and Goddess, a novel for adults.
Jeremy Hansen is an Auckland-based writer and 
journalist, formerly editor of HOME and Paperboy 
magazines.  

Mark Henrickson is Professor of Social 
Work at Massey University, Auckland. 
He is a registered social worker and 
before entering academia he worked 
for many years in HIV-related health 
and mental health care. Mark has 

published on HIV prevention, care delivery, and 
programme design and evaluation. His current 
funded research explores the ethics of intimacy and 
sexuality in residential aged care. 

festival performers

S A t U R d A y  N I G H t  S P e C I A L

Let’s Talk about Sex
7pm – 8.30pm 
Whether you’re doing it, wanting to do it, or not 
doing it, sex is everywhere. So how do we talk about 
it? Join us as we chat to some experts on writing 
about sex within (and out of) rainbow communities. 
Samuel Te Kani’s Vice series, Sex with Sam, explores 
the far fringes, practicalities, great myths and socio-
political struggles of sex in New Zealand. Melody 
Thomas’s award-winning RNZ podcast BANG! offers a 
frank exploration of the subject using real stories told 
by real people, but also follows her own journey coming out as bisexual during 
the series and finding her place in the queer community. Mark Henrickson, 
Professor of Social Work at Massey University, is truly a sexpert, having studied 
sexual minorities, HIV prevention, consent and sexuality within residential aged-
care. Moe Laga (pictured) has been described as a femme fatale sex bomb one 
moment and humble Samoan daughter the next. An original member of the 
ground-breaking FAFSWAG art collective, she uses movement and performance 
to celebrate and explore gender and sexuality, including her solo show Neon 
Bootleg.  Joanne Drayton is a celebrated author and winner of the 2019 Ockham 
New Zealand Book Award for non-fiction. Her work explores the constructions 
of sex and sexlessness in women’s lives through her biographies of women, 
including Ngaio Marsh, Frances Hodgkins and Anne Perry. 

Chaired by the Rooster himself, Sam Orchard.   

Refreshments available from 6.30pm.             
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5pm – 6pm 

The Peter Wells Lecture
‘Learning and Living’: A conversation with 
Charmaine Pountney
Charmaine Pountney is a writer, educator, lesbian and 
learner. Since the 1970s, she has spoken and written 
extensively on social justice issues. A secondary school 
teacher by training, Charmaine has worked in many 
areas of the education system, with students, teachers 
and parents. In addition to speaking engagements, radio 
and television activities, she has written a book, rescued a dying school and, from 
1997-99, produced a weekly column for the NZ Herald. This remarkable woman 
discusses her life and her journey in learning with Julie Watson. 

Joshua Iosefo is of Samoan and Niuean 
descent and was born and raised in 
South Auckland. He has a passion 
for raising mental health awareness 
within Pasifika families, storytelling 
and equity in education. He is currently 
doing his Masters in Philosophy of 

Communication Studies at AUT and serves within 
the mental health and education sector. He is the 
founder of ‘Odd Family’, a collective who create and 
perform stories to encourage Pasifika families to talk 
openly about mental health.   

Nathan Joe is a Chinese-Kiwi 
playwright who often deals with issues 
of racial or sexual identity through 
a postmodern lens. He won the 
Playmarket b425 award two years in 
a row and has been shortlisted for the 
ADAM NZ award. He also scooped up 

two awards during Auckland Fringe (2019). His most 
recent plays include I am Rachel Chu and Scenes from 
a Yellow Peril (to be staged in 2020).
Moe Laga (pictured opposite)  is a performance 
artist from South Auckland. Her practice includes 
movement and activation and a large number of stage 
and screen productions, as well as collaborative visual 
arts work that has been shown in Australia and at the 
Pingyao International Photography Festival in China.

Kyle Mewburn is one of New Zealand’s 
most eclectic and prolific writers. 
From multi-layered picture books to 
laugh-out-loud junior fiction series, 
her titles have been translated into a 
dozen languages and won numerous 
awards including Children’s Book of 

the Year. She was Children’s Writer-in-Residence at 
Otago University in 2011 and President of the New 
Zealand Society of Authors from 2013-17. Kyle lives 
with her wife, Marion, two cats and 24 chickens, near 
the sleepy village of Millers Flat, Otago. 

Joni Nelson is a writer, organiser 
and candle-maker based in Tāmaki 
Makaurau (Auckland). A creative all-
rounder, she has been a producer, 
performer, poet, director and then 
some. Joni has spent the last four 
years making space for other people, 

as co-founder of queer & trans creative arts 
organisation Breaking Boundaries, but left in March 
2019 to focus on her own creative pursuits. Her first 
play 8 Reasonable Demands was commissioned and 
performed by Auckland Theatre Company. 



You can book for individual sessions, or purchase a Festival Pass at a 
discount. There will also be door sales. 
SESSION PRICES
Price per session (incl. lunch and afternoon tea) $17.50
(Note: Opening Night Gala and Saturday Night Special  
are priced separately – see below) 
Early Bird* discount per session $15.00 
Concession for students and unemployed $12.00

SPECIAL EVENTS
Opening Night Gala  (incl. pre-event refreshments)                            $25.00
Early Bird* discount for Opening Night Gala $20.00
Concession for students and unemployed   $18.00

Saturday Night Special (incl. pre-event refreshments) $25.00
Early Bird* discount for Saturday Night Special $20.00 
Concession for students and unemployed $18.00

FESTIVAL PASS
Festival Pass to all events $110.00
Early Bird* discount for Festival Pass $95.00
Concession for students and unemployed $75.00    
* For the Early Bird discount, book before 31 January 2020.

Book through iTicket: www.iticket.co.nz      
There will be door sales.

Sam Orchard’s ongoing web comic 
Rooster Tails has been running for ten 
years and is the only comic of its kind 
in Aotearoa. Written from his life as 
a queer transgender man, the comic 
explores themes of mental health, fat 

embodiment, nerd culture and trans identity. Sam 
is also the author of Family Portraits, a series of 
short comic stories of intersectional identities within 
Aotearoa’s rainbow communities. 

Charmaine Pountney is a secondary 
school teacher by training and has 
worked in many areas of the education 
system, with students, teachers and 
parents. An out lesbian since meeting 
her partner Tanya Cumberland in 1985,  

she has been a  strong supporter of Māori sovereignty 
and of women’s issues. Her book Learning our Living 
describes her first-hand experiences of education – 
in homes, kindergartens and schools.

essa may ranapiri (Ngāti Raukawa | 
takatāpui) is a poet from Kirikiriroa 
(Hamilton). They are part of the local 
writing group Puku.riri|Liv.id. They are 
a graduate of the IIML’s 2017 Masters 
in Creative Writing course. They are 

a firm believer in collaboration and have produced 
multiple zines with other artists and writers. Their 
first collection of poems, ransack, was published in 
July 2019 by VUP. 

Victor Rodger is a critically acclaimed 
playwright of Samoan and Scottish 
descent. His work often deals with 
issues of sexuality, race and identity, 
and has been praised for its boldness, 
candour and freshness. Since his first 

award-winning play Sons was produced in 1995, 
he has written eight plays, including Black Faggot, 
My Name is Gary Newman and Club Paradiso. A 
collection of his work was published by Victoria 
University Press in 2017, while his personal essay, 
‘Voyage Round My Father’, was published in The Best 
of E-Tangata the same year. Victor has also written 
extensively for television, as well as children’s stories 
for Radio New Zealand.
Simie Simpson (Te Ati Awa) has worked in the book 
industry as a librarian, a sales manager for Walker 
Books New Zealand and as a bookseller. 

Caitlin Spice is the author of The Silver 
Path, a collection of short modern 
dark fantasy tales in the style of the 
Brothers Grimm and Hans Christian 
Andersen. Her short stories have been 
adapted by the NoSleep Podcast after 

gaining a following on Reddit. Caitlin is also the co-
author (with Adam Reynolds and Chaz Harris) of the 
transgender fairy tale Raven Wild, which is due for 
release in June 2020.  

Samuel Te Kani describes himself as 
‘a Māori and New Zealand European 
homo hailing from Northland, 
belonging to iwis Ngā Puhi Tainui and 
Ngāti Porou.’ His interest in science 
fiction and fantasy was sparked 

at a very young age, mostly through compulsive 
consumption of film and television. Library visits also 
powered his early infatuation with wildly escapist 
genres, which he now sees as succinct laboratories 
in which the variables of potential futures are drawn, 
rather than mere entertainment. 

Melody Thomas is a sometime 
presenter and producer for RNZ’s 
Music 101, and writer for various print 
and online media. A graduate of the 
New Zealand Broadcasting School, 
Melody is the creator of award-

winning sex and sexuality podcast BANG!, a frank 
(but often entertaining) exploration of sex, sexuality 
and relationships using real stories told by real 
people.
Julie Watson is an educator, facilitator and advocate. 
After two decades of working with the Human Rights 
Commission, she is now programme lead for Silver 
Rainbow, a facilitator with Rainbow Tick and does 
education and consultancy around relationship and 
LGBTQI issues.  

Jem Yoshioka is an illustrator and 
comic artist living in Wellington. 
Deftly weaving words and pictures 
together, Jem’s comics tell evocative 
and emotional stories with themes 
of belonging, place and heritage. 

Her current webcomic project is a queer science 
fiction romance between an android and a human 
called Circuits and Veins, which has been running 
for two years and has over 67,000 subscribers. Jem 
has been published in Electrum (an all-ages mixed 
race anthology), The School Journal, Three Words: 
an anthology of Aotearoa/NZ women’s comics, and 
Geometry literary journal. Her comic Concrete was 
published by Square Planet Comics and she self-
published Sunshine in 2015. 
Further details about the festival contributors and  
presenters can be found at:  
www.samesamebutdifferent.co.nz

tickets



directions
The event is being held in central Auckland 
at the AUT University campus, Sir Paul 
Reeves (WG) Building, room WG126. The 
best access is via the main entrance to the 
WG building on Governor Fitzroy Place, 
which runs between Mayoral Drive and St 
Paul Street.

The venue is fully wheelchair accessible. The University Bookshop will be 
selling books at all sessions  

at AUT.

www.samesamebutdifferent.co.nz

facebook.com/samesamebutdifferentnz/ 

twitter.com/samesamebutdnz1

www.iticket.co.nz/go-to/same-same-but-different- 

lgbtqi-writers-festival

Transport
Buses run frequently on nearby 
Symonds Street, Wellesley Street 
and Queen Street. 

Wilson Parking Unipark in St Paul’s 
Street is the closest parking building. 
There is another Wilson car park in 
Kitchener Street. The Civic car park, 
Aotea Square, is also within easy 
walking distance. 

Refreshments
Lunch and afternoon tea will be 
provided at the Festival venue, but 
there are also numerous cafés in the 
vicinity for lunch. These include:
Esquires Café at the Auckland Public 
Library, Lorne Street.
Gloria Jean’s Café, corner of Lorne 
Street and Khartoum Place.
Mojo Café, Auckland Art Gallery, 
Kitchener Street.
Refreshments will also be provided 
before the evening events, so come 
early!

Rutland St

St Paul St Gov. Fitzroy Pl

Wakefield Street 

Ma
yo

ral
 D

riv
e
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Auck. Public Library


