ssbd Samesame But Different:
® LGBTQIA+ Readers and Writers Festival

Festival Programme

‘ Tamaki Makaurau Auckland ‘

August 6 — 8




Thursday 6 August

Opening Night Gala

\ 6:00 — 9:00 pm \ \ Grey Lynn Community Centre \

An opening celebration for the 2026 festival.
Hosted by Chye-Ling Huang, our gala
includes the announcement of the Peter
Wells Short Fiction Contest winners, and
readings from a selection of writers from
Wheke Fortress: Coco Solid, Allie Howell,
Trish Tupo and Fuimaono-Tuimafuiva
Falesataua (Mush).



Friday 7 August

What Makes Food Queer?

\7:00 -9:00 pm \ \ Ellen Melville Centre \

Author and food storyteller Sam Low invites
us to gather for an exploration of the stories
we carry through food. Supported by theatre-
maker Chye-Ling Huang.

This is a free, but ticketed, event with limited places available.
Registration information is on our website and Instagram.



Saturday 8 August

Making Space for Queer Writing

\12:00 -1:00 pm \ \ Basement Theatre \

Jo Randerson chairs this panel on what it
takes physically, mentally, and
metaphorically to make space for the
creation of queer writing. With Emma
Barnes, Hinemoana Baker and Fuimaono-
Tuimafuiva Falesataua (Mush).

He Whanau Kotahi Tatou:
We Are All Family

\ 1:30 — 2:45 pm \ \ Basement Theatre \

Alison Green leads this kdrero with Dr
Tangaroa Paul and Dr Tawhanga Nopera
about how whakapapa and kaupapa bring
us together as whanau.



Monsters, Robots, and
the Fascist State

\ 3:30 - 4:30 pm \ \ Basement Theatre \

A discussion on horror tropes, queer
resistance, and how Al fits into writing
practices in the future. Chaired by Josiah
Morgan, with Jiaqiao Liu, Sloane Hong,
and Toni Spencer.

Peter Wells Keynote Speaker

\ 5:00 - 6:00 pm \ \ Basement Theatre \

Laura Vincent, author of Hoods Landing,
presents a concentration on the way we as
queer and Takatapui writers construct,
recontextualise, fight with, and own time.



Recommended Reading

\Selected Books From 2026 Presenters \

]

]

]

Dear Alter
Jiagiao Liu

Fever Tree
Toni J. Spencer

Funkaus
Hinemoana Baker

Honouring Our
Ancestors
Alison Green,
Leonie Pihama
[eds.]

Hoods Landing
Laura Vincent

How to Loiter In
a Turf War
Coco Solid

If We Knew How to
We Would
Emma Barnes

[]

[

I’'m Still Growing
Josiah Morgan

Modern Chinese
Sam Low

Odd Daphne
Joshua losefo

Rere Atu ki
Poronihia: Flight
to Polynesia
Tangaroa Paul

Secret Art Powers
Jo Randerson

Undressing In Slow
Motion
Michael Giacon



\ Selection by 2026 Keynote Speaker Laura Vincent \

L] Daisy & Lily L1 Firein Every
Renée Direction
T B i
[l Dare Truth or areq tacon
Promise [ ] The Member of the
Paula Boock Wedding
Carson McCullers
[ ] Echidna

essa may ranapiri

‘ Selection by the Samesame But Different Board ‘

1 Downfall: The L] No Good
Destruction of Sophie van
Charles Mackay Waardenberg
Paul Diamond 1 Tahuri

L1 I’'m Working on a Ngahuia Te
Building Awekotuku

Pip Adam

[l Greta and Valdin
Rebecca K. Reilly



Samesame But Different is New Zealand’s
only LGBTQIA+ literary festival. Based in
Tamaki Makaurau Auckland, each year we
host book launches, panel discussions, live
readings, lectures and other events
designed to celebrate the creativity of queer
writers in Aotearoa.

The theme for our 2026 festival is “The
Fire is So Delightful”. We're investigating
the overlapping and conflicting ideas of rest
vs resistance. Fire serves dual uses as both a
hearth for our community to gather around
and the spark needed for our continued fight
in an ever shifting climate.

All events free to attend.

\ & samesamebutdifferent.co.nz \

| @ samesame.aotearoa |

Thank you to our supporters:

J creativags Auckland &2 RULE FOUNDATION



